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1 Kings 15:1 - 16:34


After Jeroboam had been king in Israel for eighteen years, the son of Rehoboam, Abijam, came to the throne in Judah. We don't know much about him except that he was as divided in his religious loyalty as his father had been. We do know that his reign was only about two years since his son, Asa, became king of Judah when Jeroboam had been king of Israel for twenty years. 


Asa ruled well and was committed to his Lord as had been David, his great-grandfather. He attacked the false worship in Judah and even removed his own grandmother from her position for building an idol. He knew that the time during which God's people could worship in "high places" without staining themselves with idol worship had ended, especially since the temple now provided a God-pleasing place of worship. However, for some reason, Asa was unable to totally accomplish his purpose of eliminating "the high places" where pagan worship often took place.


During this time, Baasha became king in Israel. He set up a sort of embargo on travel into Judah. Judah was dependant upon trade in order to supply her needs, which was one reason that while the kingdoms were united, the north was forced to supply the south…. 


That is a taste of the story of the next couple of hundred years of history for the two nations. Unfortunately, in this short space, we can't go into everything in detail, but it is important to note that the character of the kings of both kingdoms was defined by their relationship to God and their obedience to His law and will. This is kind of interesting considering that we tend to look at the leaders of our world and gauge their success by their actions for society. But, in God's eyes a person like Mahatma Gandhi (as an example), an apparently very good man, would have been a failure because he did not acknowledge the true God of the universe.

